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CIMP, US varsity ink MoU for
joint studles on public policy

B K Mishra@timesgroup.com

Patna: The Chandragupt Institute of
Management Patna (CIMP) inked an
MoU with the Georgia State University,
USA at an international conference on
public policy and management organi-

sed here on Tuesday. The MoU, which

aims at promoting collaborative studi-
es on public policy, was signed by the
authorities of both the institutions in
the presence of state’s chief secretary
Brijesh Mehrotra.

Participating in the deliberations of
the conference, the management ex-
perts and social scientists presented
their view points on various aspects of
policy and service delivery challenges
in poverty alleviation, education and
health in India and the world.

Discussing the electoral accounta-
bility and fiscal accountability in Poru,
Charles Hankla of Georgla State Unl
versity, stated that the scale of funding

CIMP and Georgla State University, USA,
officials at the MoU signing event on Tuesday

on public services by the elected repre-
sentatives influences their electoral ac-
countability that gets manifested by the
voters in the form of recalls and re-elec-
tion.

Presenting the findings of the study
on the access to public services in 153
slums of Mumbai, Anjali Thomas of
Georgla Institute of Technology, USA
underlined that if both bureaucraticas-

sistance and polltlcal coordination
work together, it maximizes the chan-
ces of better delivery of services like
drinking water supply to the people ly-
ing in the last echelon of the society.

V N Alok of Indian Institute of Pub-
lic Administration (ITPA), New Delhi,
said that the adoption of the ‘top-down
approach’ in creating local bodies has
hindered the growth of grass-root go-
vernance. In order to strengthen the
PRIsand municipalities, he recommen-
ded for the direct allocation of funds to
thelocal bodies from the Union Finance
Commission as being done in case of
the state governments.

Sayan Banerjee of Texas Tech Uni-
versity, USA, in his presentation, dis-
cussed how local gender quota impro-
ves the electability of higher tiers. Ana-
mika Priyadarshini of Heifer Interna-
tional  India, Pradeep  Kumar
Chaudharyof JNU, New Delhl, also spo
ke on the occasion.
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